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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Fop  the  Year  1895. 
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NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME  UNION 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

for*  the  Year  1895. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme, 

April  15th  1896. 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Sanitary  Report,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  death  rate  per  10U0  for  the  district  in  1895  was  13.88.  In 
1894  the  death  rate  was  15.33,  so  that  it  will  be  seen  the  mortality 
is  exceptionally  low  notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  reported 
cases  of  illness.  If  the  three  deaths,  from  accidental  causes, 
reported  in  1895,  be  deducted,  the  mortality  becomes  still  further 
reduced  to  12.92. 

From  the  subjoined  table  it  will  be  observed  that  not  a  single 
death  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Balterley.  The  highest  death  rate 
(15.43)  was  at  Whitmore. 

The  death  rate  for  the  various  Parishes  bears  the  following 
relation  to  population  : — 


Population 
in  1891. 

Estimated 
Population 
to  middle  of  1 895. 

Number  of 

Deaths. 

Death  Pate 
189.3 

per  1000  for 
1894. 

Balterley 

273 

285 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

24.56 

Betlev 

827 

876 

13 

14.84 

11.57 

Chorlton 

373 

381 

5 

.13.12 

15.91 

Maer 

389 

400 

6 

15  00 

1 2.78 

Whitmore  ... 

318 

324 

5 

15.43 

21.67 

Keele 

1090 

1160 

15 

12.93 

15.24 

Madeley 

2904 

3149 

44 

13.97 

15.47 

Total 

6174 

6575 

88  aver  aye 

13.38 

15.33 

2 


In  1 894  the  deaths  numbered  TOO  the  death  rate  was  15.33 


„  1893 

yy 

113 

yy 

17.75 

„  1892 

y> 

111 

yy 

17.79 

„  1891 

y  > 

78 

yy 

12.60 

The  death  rates  are  calculated  with  reference  to  the  estimated 
population  in  the  middle  of  each  }Tear. 

Three  deaths  occurred  through  accidental  causes  in  1895. 

O 

The  following  is  an  analysis  taken  from  the  findings  at  the 
Coroner’s  Inquests  : — - 

One  by  a  railway  waggon  crushing  him. 

One  by  being  crushed  between  waggons  in  a  coal  pit. 

One  by  a  waggon  falling  upon  him. 

Of  this  number — 

Keele  Parish  contributed  one. 

Madeley  „  two. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  accidental  causes  in  1895  was  9. 


Deaths  according  to  age  : — 

Under  1  year 
1  and  under  5 
5  „  15 

15  „  25 

25  „  65 

65  and  upwards 


20 

7 

o 

3 

23 

30 


Total  88 

In  1894  the  deaths  according  to  age  were  as  follows:- — 

.o  o 


Under  1  year 

20 

1  and  under  5 

12 

5  „  15 

5 

15  „  25 

7 

25  „  65 

25 

65  and  upwards 

31 

Total  100 

3 


The  above  figures  show  that  the  deaths  in  infants  and  young 
children  continue  to  be  a  prominent  and  unsatisfactory  feature 
The  actual  infant  death  rate  is  93.02  per  1000  of  the  births 
registered.  The  causes  of  this  high  death  rate  are  most  likely 
those  referred  to  in  my  previous  years’  report — improper  forms 
of  diet  and  indifferent  nursing,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
poorer  children  are.  in  an  ill-clothed  and  impoverished  condition. 


The  number  of  births  was  as  follows  :  - 


Balterley 

f 

Males 

16  J 

Betley 

i 

Females 

10  ( 

26 

Chorlton 

i 

Males 

14  r 

Maer 

S 

i 

! 

Whitmore 

( 

Females 

13  ( 

Keele 

( 

Males 

2  7 

91  1 

Madeley 

i 

Females 

71  t 

162 

Total  number  of  births  : — 

121 


Estimated 


Population 

1S91  1881 

Population  to 
middle  of 

1895 

Increase 

273 

253 

285 

12 

827 

821 

876 

49 

373 

380 

381 

8 

389 

393 

400 

11 

318 

311 

324 

6 

1090 

1048 

1160 

70 

2904 

2457 

3149 

245 

Increase 

401 

males 

94  females 


215  births  in  all. 

A  portion  of  Trentham  Parish  has  been  added  to  Keele  Parish 
under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  increasing  the  population 
of  the  latter  parish  by  31,  which  is  included  in  the  above  figures- 
shewing  an  increase  of  401  ;  but  even  then,  this,  1  think,  may  be 
considered  a  satisfactory  item,  when  the  tendency  at  the  present 
time  is  to  migrate  from  rural  districts  to  the  various  large  towns. 

As  the  deaths  ,  were  88,  127  persons  constitute  the  natural 
increase  for  the  year  1895.  For  the  year  1894  the  increase  of  the 
population  was  87. 
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Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  : — 

Scarlatina  4 

Puerperal  1 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  1 
Membranous  Croup  1 

There  were  in  1895 — 

4  deaths  from  Phthisis. 


20 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 

Pleurisy. 

The  number  of  special! 

y  reported 

cases  under 

the  Infectious 

Diseases  (N <: hification) 

Act 

for  the  last  four  years  is 

shown  on  the 

following  table. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Erysipelas 

40 

64 

56 

54 

Enteric  Fever 

24 

9 

o 

o 

6 

Scarlatina 

12 

46 

27 

208 

Membranous  Cr<  up 

)  3 

1 

4 

3 

Diphtheria 

2 

o 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

Continued  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

. . . 

1 

Total  82 

Total  122 

Total  94 

Total  277 

Zymotic  Diseases: — 

(1)  Erysipelas.  —  A  great  number  of  cases  under  this  heading 
continue  to  be  reported.  The  total  number,  however,  is  rather  less 

than  the  two  previous  years. 

Of  the  54  cases  49  occurred  in  Madeley  Parish,  -  1  in  Maer 
Parish,  1  in  Balterley  Parish,  2. in  Keele  Parish.  No  deaths  were 
registered  from  this  cause. 

(u2)  Membranous  Croup. — Three  cases  in  young  children,  one 
of  which,  at  Keele,  proved  fatal.  No  traceable  cause  or  any 
special  insanitary  conditions  were  detected. 

(8)  Diphtheria.- — All  the  four  reported  cases  were  in  Madeley 
Parish.  No  deaths  occurred,  and  all  were  of  an  exceptionally  mild 
type. 


(Ip)  Scarlatina. — During  the  year  no  less  than  208  eases  were 
reported,  of  which  190  were  in  Madeley  Parish.  The  epidemic 
broke  out  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  continued  with  great 
severity  through  the  summer  and  autumn.  When  infantile  disease 
like  this  occurs  in  a  crowded  locality,  without  proper  means  of 
isolation,  it  spreads  among  the  population  to  some  extent  unheeded, 
and  certainly  unchecked.  To  prevent  the  healthy  children  visiting 
and  playing  with  those  who  are  sick  or  convalescent  is  a  practical 
impossibility.  Notification  of  all  these  cases  is  an  expense,  and 
without  being  accompanied  with  the  means  of  isolation,  is  ol 
questionable  benefit.  Owing  to  the  great  many  absentees  from  the 
Madeley  Parish  School  during  the  prevalence  of  sickness,  it  was 
found  advisable,  in  November,  to  close  it,  but  even  then  the 
children  continued  to  associate  together,  and  thus  the  epidemic 
continued. 

(o)  Enteric  Fever. —  Of  the  six  reported  cases  four  were  in 
Madeley  Parish.  One  of  these  was  said  to  lie  an  imported  case 
from  Ithyl.  Cesspools,  adjacent  to  the  water  supply,  might  be 
possible  causes  in  this  as  in  the  other  three  cases  at  Madeley.  One 
case  occurred  in  Iveele  Parish,  which  proved  rapidly  fatal,  and  no 
definite  traceable  cause  could  be  found.  One  case,  which  was  of  a 
very  mild  type,  Avas  reported  at  Whitmore,  where  some  sanitary 
defects  were  found  which  have  since  been  remedied. 

In  reference  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  so  much  needed  in 
this  district,  nothing  definite  has  vet  been  done,  but  in  accordance 

3  O  1/ 

with  suggestions  of  the  County  Council,  negotiations  are  pending 
betAveen  the  Newcastle  Kural  and  Urban  Sanitary  Councils  and  the 
Audley  Urban  Council,  to  endeavour  to  frame  a  joint  scheme,  which 
may  be  beneficial  and  satisfactory  to  all. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myselt  made 
frequent  visits  to  infected  areas,  and  offered  advice  and  distributed 
disinfectants  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease. 


6 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  Madeley  and  Leycett, 
which  has  so  frequently  been  referred  to  by  myself  and  others 
as  unsatisfactory,  I  am  now  pleased  to  say  that  the  difficulty 
has  been  solved  by  your  agreement  with  the  Staffordshire  Potteries 
Water  Works  Company  for  a  supply,  and  at  the  present  time  the 
Company  are  laying  mains  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  of  this 
district. 

At  Betley  complaints  having  been  made  of  a  deficient  supply 
of  water,  an  inspection  was  made,  and  it  was  found  the  supply  was 
inadequate.  We  found  27  houses  were  without  any  supply  at  all 
and  were  entirely  dependent  on  neighbouring  wells.  We  believe 
there  is  plenty  of  water  to  be  obtained  at  Betley,  and  the  matter  is 
at  present  under  consideration. 

With  the  exception  of  the  outbreak  of  Scarlatina  in  Madeley 
Parish,  1  consider  the  general  health  of  the  population  has  been 
satisfactory,  and  with  the  provision  of  a  good  water  supply  to 
Madeley,  and  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  whole  district,  1  trust 
that  in  my  next  report  I  may  be  able  to  shew  a  cleaner  bill  of 
health. 

The  usual  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  County  Council  are  appended. 

K.  H.  DICKSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area  &  Population  of  tlae  District  to  which  this  Return  relates:— Area  in  Acres  17922,  Population  (I89i 


TABLE  of  1'OPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  of 
INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District 
of  Newcastle-under-Lyme ,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and 
Localities. 


Population  at  all  Ages,1 


New  Cases  of  sickness  in  each  locality  as 
known  to  Medical  Officer. 


Localities. 
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Under  5 

Balterley 

278 

283  \ 

20 

5  upwds. 
Under  5 

o 

O 

1 

Betley 

827 

870  ) 

5  upwds. 
U nder  5 

5 

1 

Chorlton 

373 

381  \ 

1 

5  upwds. 
Under  5 

• 

Maer 

389 

400  J- 

27 

5  upwds. 
Under  5 

1 

Whitmore 

818 

324  i 

5  upwds. 
Under  5 

4 

O 

1 

1 

iveele 

1090 

1160  | 
3149  ) 

5  upwds. 

G 

.  . 
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2 

162 

Under  5 

44 

1 

1 

,  , 

,  . 

o 

Made  ley 

2904 

3  upwds. 

146 

3 

4 
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47 

6174 

0575 

215 

U nder  5 

48 

1 

o 

o 

2 

)  upwds. 

160 

3 

6 

i 

1 

52 

New  cases  of  INFECTIOUS  SJ CKNES S  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary 
District  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme ,  enumerating  the  Number  of  Houses 
Infected. 


Houses  infected 

Total  cases  reported  among  per-  Under  5 
sons  belonging  to  District  . .  5  upwds. 
Total  Deaths  reported  among  per-  Under  6 
sons  belonging  to  District  . .  5  upwds. 
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Scarlatina 

•  r-H 

(D 

r~| 

Ph 

Membranoi 

Croup 

Enteric 

Ferer 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas 

125 

4 

3  6 

1 

1 

51 

48 

1 

3 

2 

160 

3 

6 

1 

1 

52 

2 
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1  . . 

2 

,  , 

1 

1 

DEATHS  registered  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  NE  IVCASTLE-ander-  LYME, 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities;  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities  and  the 
Births  therein  during  the  year. 
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SIMM  ARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  dove  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances' 
Department  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Staffordshire  portion  of  the 
Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 


Inspections 

Formal 

i  Nuisance 

and 

Notices 

Abated 

Observations 

by 

j  after 

made 

Authority 

Notice 

1 

Dwelling 

.  Foul  Conditions 
(  Structural  Defects 

6 

6  ' 

l 

4 

houses 

3 

2 

2 

and 

l  Overcrowding 

Schools. 

/  Unfit  for  Habitation 

Lodging  Houses 

Dairies  and  M ilkshops  ... 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

8 

12 

2 

3 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 
Water  Closets  ... 

56 

40 

40 

House 

drainage 

1  Defective  Traps...  \ 

'  No  Disconnection  .  . 

26 

\  Other  F aults  . . .  ) 

Water  Supply 

104 

47 

being  dealt 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

10 

with 

Other  Nuisances 

Totals 

23 1) 

1 

95 

46 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
-  found  Adulterated 
,,  ot  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
>,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Nos. 


10 

10 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease,  Disinfectants  supplied  31 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ...  I 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things  ...  ! 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 


JOHN  LEWIS,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


NEWCASTLE  : 


E  Peake,  Printer,  High  Street. 
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